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Sermon — 15/11/2009 am

The Interests of Others
Study Text: Philippians 2:1-4

Many people believe in the innate goodness of elrangan being. A woman on the radio spoke of
how she saw this goodness in the heart of a maw&h with him at his death bed. In the last few
moments of his earthly life she saw a flicker afenbeauty and love in his soul. ‘What about the
rest of his life’ | thought. Did he live his whaliée loving his neighbour as himself? If only inrou
dying moments an inner beauty is revealed, what ltmpwe have?

Humanists have to search long and hard to findgmogness in the human heart. They resort to
imagination. They have to lower the bar of goodnasd even then only a few can reach it. In the
Bible we find a true assessment of the human comdi©Our hearts are desperately wicked
(Jeremiah 17:9). Even the good we want to do waatatho, but do evil and commit sin instead
(Romans 7:19). No one is righteous no not onealidrave sinned.

The word ‘sin’ is rarely heard these days. Those w$e it are branded judgmental and intolerant.
But the truth is sin is at the root of all the deshs in this world. ‘Where do wars and fights come
from’ asks James (James 4:1)? They come from yesiras for pleasure. They come from lust and
selfish ambition. They come from sin in the humaarh Sin separates; it separates us from God, it
separates us from Christ, and it separates usdr@another.

What is sin? ‘Sin is any want of conformity unte tansgression of, the law of God’ (Shorter
Catechism 14). ‘Wretched man that | am who wilivi me’ cried the apostle Paul — ‘I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord’. Jesus bore ourisihss body on the tree that we, having died to
sins, might live for righteousness. Jesus suffeading us an example. This is the truth the apostl
was urging upon the Philippiansiitate me even as | imitate Christ wrote elsewhere (I
Corinthians 11:1).

In the verses before us Paul urged the believersto in the way of Christ. He did so by way of a
simple if/then proposition. This is not an expreasnf doubt but of explanation. Because of what
has taken place in their hearts when they beliavddsus Christ they will live a new life in Christ

If

Thereforewrote the apostle as he began this chapter. Qhdiptsions of course were not in the
original letter that he wrot&.hereforeindicates a continuation from the preceding verBasll was
urging those in the church to live in a manner Wwpuf the gospel of Christ. In particular, to be
united in standing fast against opposition fromwlogld. Satan and the world try to divide and
conquer. A team that is not united has little cleapicwinning.

How can believers remain united? Firstly, by logkia Christ.If you have any consolation in

Christ (2:1). Most translations have ‘any encouragemditte word in Greek iparaklesiswhich is
the name given to the Holy Spirit is John’s gospeis word means to ‘call to ones side’ or to
‘stand beside someone’. This consolation is in €hWe have been called to the side of Christ. He
is the only true Son but we are adopted childreBad. We are members of one family.
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The second ‘if’ is theomfort of loveln the context we might ask if Paul was thinkafghe

Trinity and of the love of God. God so loved therlddhat he gave his only begotten S@ve love
him because he first loved (IsJohn 4:19). The love of God is at the very fdaton of our
salvation. If God had not loved us we would stédldead in our sin. We would still be separated
from God, living without hope and without the jolysalvation. If you know anything of the love of
God, if you have any comfort in love, then show $hene love.

Thirdly, Paul writegf any fellowship in/of the Spir{:1 — the preposition is not in the original).
There is one God, one Lord and one Sgiitdeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in thedof
peace(Ephesians 4:3). The Holy Spirit has been givealltavho believe in Jesus Christ. If you do
not have the Spirit you do not belong to Chrishc8iwe share in the indwelling of the same Spirit
of God there must be a oneness of mind among wesH®Bly Spirit bears witness with our spirit, as
we read in Romans 8:16. The commonly heard Triaitadloxology refers to the grace of Jesus, the
love of God, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit @orinthians 13:14).

Finally, Paul refers taffection and mercylhese attributes are associated with out humanity
Calvin writes ‘if any feeling of humanity and mermsides in you'. The word ‘affection’ is literally
‘intestines’. This was understood to be the sed@h@®femotions in ancient times. In the goodness of
God there are remnants of mercy and love in tHeldimiman heart. These human qualities
continue to exist in the believer but are renewsdl teansformed by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Calvin thought Paul wanted the Philippians to cdashim in his chains and to do these things for
his sake. Paul does go on to &alfil my joy. They would make him very happy if they acted with
love and unity, but he was not urging them to dsistply to please him or out of pity for him. He
urged them to do so because of who they were. Weeg a new creation in Christ Jesus.

Then

Believers are in Christ and they are indwelt byluady Spirit. We know the love of Christ and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit. If this is so, whet the outcome? Paul identified three outcomes:
oneness, lowliness and helpfulness. He had a daspmal interest in the church at Philippi. In fact
he could have used his apostolic authority to dlsw those who were causing divisions in the
church. But he chose to make a personal appeabithst

He loved these believers and he knew they loved Tiiray had sent Epaphroditus to help him
while he was in prison in Rome. Despite his suffgiie was rejoicing that the gospel was
advancing in Rome. Churches were established awirmg throughout Europe and Asia. To
complete his joy Paul called upon the brotherssasigrs at Philippi to be united in heart and mind.

Onenessbe of the same mind, having the same love, beingeoccord and one mir{@:2). If
anyone is in Christ they are a new creation. Heeweg a new creation? We still look the same —
with maybe some minor exceptions. We are new inrmer being. We have been transformed by
the renewing of our minds. We no longer think asdigebefore. Our minds have been enlightened.
Life for us has a new meaning and a new purpose.

With a new heart and mind we will think completdifferently to unbelievers. That is why we are
told in the word of God not to be unequally yokethwinbelievers. But our thinking will be
completely the same as believers — at least inemsatif faith and doctrine. We will look to the same
Jesus who died for our sins and rose again frondélad. Paul was not thinking about minor
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matters and ‘distinctives’. He was thinking abdw truth and about what we have in common as
those who belong to Christ.

Put aside all malice, all deceit, all hypocrisyvgrand all evil speaking ... if indeed you have thste
that the Lord is graciouwrote Peter (I Peter 2:1, 3). You are the holyglenof the Lord. Be of one
accord. This means to be of one soul. Believerscabe soul mates, united in a life of love.
Together we go forth to serve Jesus Christ our lamidi master and king.

Lowliness: ‘Conceit is the disease and selfish d@ioris the symptom’, writes one commentator.
Conceit is a disease of the heart. It is self eghthinking, thinking of yourself more highly than
you ought. It is judging everyone else but refusmgudge yourself. This attitude and this way of
thinking are promoted by the world, but not by GhrivVorldly thinking says ‘I am the greatest and
| deserve the best'. It is the exact opposite aisthike thinking.

How do we lift other people up? We can encouragepaise them. When was the last time you
did this? To lift them up we must take a lowly pmsi ourselves. We do not say ‘Oh you did so
well, but | did better’. That is not lifting someemnip. We must put on humility. A good place to
start is to humble ourselves before the Lord.

It is not easy to be humble when you are richerent@ented and more beautiful than the other
person — as you see it. But what measure are yog tesmake these judgments? Are these not
worldly measures? In the church outward beauty doésount. Riches do not count. Talent does
not count because we have all received gifts oHbly Spirit (Romans 12:3). We must get our
thinking right. We must get our thinking in harmomnith that of Christ and not that of the world.

With all lowliness and gentleness, bearing with anether in lovgEphesians 4:2)n humility

count others better or more significant than yolusg(2:3). How can we get this attitude? Paul
goes on to tell ud.et your attitude be the same as that of Chrisugé2.5). Jesus the Son of God,
the King of kings and Lord of lords, humbled hiniseld became a man. He suffered at the hands
of men but remained humble in obedience to hisdfathheavenThe Son of God did not come to
be served but to serve and give his life a ransormiiny(Mark 10:45). Humble service, not

selfish ambition, is what you are called to asle¥eer of Jesus Christ.

Helpfulnessi et each of you look not only to his own interésissto the interests of othef2:4).

This is one of the key verses in this book. Takéh @.21 we get two great principles of Christian
living: look out for the interests of Christ anadkmut for the interests of other. The chorus about
JOY sums this up wonderfully — Jesus first, yodrsait, and others in between. ‘He must increase,
| must decrease’ said John the Baptist. If Chsishcreasing in your life then those around you wil
be increasing also.

Many seek joy and happiness in putting themselvsisand trying to satisfy their every desire.
They gather up things, they gather up titles arlea@ments and they seek to multiply their
friends. | hear people boast about the number gpledisted on their ‘Facebook page’.

You will never be satisfied with living to pleaseurself. Put on the mind of Christ and live to
please him. Look out for the well being of your thie&r and sister in Christ as the apostle Paul did
and you will find joy to the full.

Rev. Dr. Dennis K. Muldoon



