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Sermon — 17/04/2011 pm

Such Great Faith
Study Text: Luke 7:1-10

What a beautiful story we have in this passage. A rich and powerful man shotwdrgieass
towards one of his servants. The man is a Roman soldier. He is a Gentile. The setaaetoay
have been a Jew. The Roman was doing all he could to save this servant from dyexhiart
about Jesus; that Jesus was healing lots of sick people.

Jesus was a Jew. The Roman could have demanded this Jew come to help his slave. The Romans
were the occupying power in Israel. But this man said he was unworthy todsagecdme. The

story is not only beautiful; it is also amazing, an amazing story of kindnessjtiiamnd faith on

the part of a Gentile; and of grace and power on the part of Jesus.

1. Kindness

Jesus went up on the mountain to pray and in the morning he chose the twelve. He came down to a
level place where a crowd had gathered. They wanted to touch Jesus and be healed. They were
healed and they were taught what it means to be a true follower of Jesus.dhegtba Kingdom

of God, the kingdom of truth and righteousness. Following the sermon he went back to Capernaum.

On the way he was met by some Jews who pleaded with him to come and heal the centurion’
servant. In Matthew's account of this incident we read that the centurion camastpldasing for
help. It may be that this happened later and that Luke does not mention it. But it iskeipt&at
Matthew abbreviates the story by speaking of the centurion’s emissattes man himself. Both
gospels record the centurion as saying ‘I am not worthy that you should come undei'r(.6,
Matthew 8:8).

Before looking further at the centurion’s humility we must comment on his kindnesgaslasking

for help, not for himself but for his slave. For most Romans a slave would have been expendable.
Slaves were bought and sold in the market place. Often they were prisonersBditvtais man

was different. He was attached to his slave. His slave was precious to hirouldede all he could

to help his sick slave.

Why was this centurion so kind? Roman soldiers were usually tough and uncheggvére

rough and violent. By the grace of God, by the common grace of God this pagan man was a kind
man. We know unbelievers who are kind people. This is because of God’s grace. All believers
should be kind and compassionate because of the special grace of God. Spediafguacen

Jesus Christ. Kindness is a grace that all can understand. In showing kindness i $bwsvof

God. Kindness is a powerful witness of the love of God.

We had a servant who worked in our house in India — as strange as that may seem.réhawa
slave, although some people did treat their servants badly. One day our servangstbhaiy sick.
She had taken it to a quack doctor who gave the wrong medication. The tiny baby wagv@ying
tried to help. At the time | had an old car — a 1938 Ford — with a flat battery. We pusheato car t
get it started and drove down to the village. | remember the day well betaasetie first time |
prayed in the local language, saying a number of times ‘Jesus have mercy’.
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As we drove to the city hospital my wife was in the back with the baby pleaditigddraby to

live — she thought it had died. At the hospital we ran in with the baby. The nurse and doctor were
surprised to see a western couple with an Indian baby. They treated thetamynaerfully he
survived. We saw him recently — a healthy 25 year old man. When the servant took her baby hom
she threw all the idols out of her house and put her faith in Jesus. Although illiterase steawv

read her Bible. She still has a Sunday school for the children in her village.

The centurion was kind to his servant. He was also kind to the local Jews. That the eld#rs woul
actually plead earnestly with Jesus on his behalf is remarkable. Thefiséodés our nation and
has built us a synagogue’ (7:5). The centurion was a foreigner but he came to loviaihisSoa
much so that he built the people a place of worship.

Would he do this without having an interest in who was worshipped in this place? Some suggest
this man was a God-fearer, a monotheist who worshipped the God of the Jews without becoming a
proselyte or full convert to Judaism. The centurion Peter went to visit in Caaser@aGod-fearer

(Acts 10:2).

The Jews pleaded with Jesus saying this man was deserving of help (7:4hnbteagmee with

their assessment because no one is deserving of Jesus’ help. We might adésipat®orrecting

them on this point of doctrine but he does not. Reading on we see that this was not the centurion’s
attitude. He said he was not worthy to meet with Jesus. Jesus knew this, soduekesdHe

mistaken belief of the Jews. He graciously went with them towards the hoiirgecginturion.

2. Humility

As Jesus got close to the house, the centurion sent friends to Jesus with a mpsssgjag great
humility and understanding. He did not want to trouble Jesus any further. Was he vhatried t
was unlawful for Jesus, a Jew, to enter the house of a Gentile (Acts 10:28)7? ttataiaty
apprehensive about meeting Jesus. But his apprehension was not because Jesus-whas hatbw
many Jewish friends.

The centurion’s apprehension arose from his understanding that Jesus was notjestlanot
There was something different about Jesus. He was a man with unique authority andHpomas

a man before whom even a commander in the Roman army must humble himself. ‘I anhyinwort
even to meet with Jesus’ he said.

Jesus took note of these words. Peter had expressed similar unworthiness when hgreaiv the
catch of fish -depart fromme Lord for | ama sinful man (5:8). But Jesus rarely heard such
sentiment from the Jews. The Jewish elders came to Jesus saying this Remartivy of his

help. Other Jewish leaders came to Jesus demanding signs and wonders. They gotygoé. The
no blessing from the Lord.

God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble (Proverbs 3:34). Jesus saelwho exalts

himself will be humbled and he who humbles himself will be exalted (Luke 18:14) Humble yourself

in the sight of the Lord and he will lift you up (James 4:10). Remember the blessing this centurion
received when he humbled himself before Jesus. His servant was healed anddweavas s

3. Faith

What happens at the end of this story? We come to Jesus’ response to the man’snetpiéss a
words. Wonderfully his slave was healed. Jesus never got to the house. The centurionthever me
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Jesus. Jesus never touched the slave, but he was healed. He was healed when Jestieheard of
man’s humility and of his great faith — and that without even a word!

This story is out of its time in some ways. Why is this? Not only is the centuriontdéeGe whom
the gospel did not come till after the death and resurrection of Jesus, but he belibwatiseging
JesusBlessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed said Jesus (John 20:29).

Peter wrotehough now you do not see him yet believing you regjoice (I Peter 1:8). We are those who
believe without having seen Jesus. | trust you are not waiting for Jesus to appaaican touch
him before you believe! We have faith like that of the centurion — right?

The centurion commanded a company of 100 men. He also had servants under his authority. When
he gave orders they were carried out. He was himself a man under authority (7:8)wHbé&ne

authority and about the power of words. The army is different to politics. When heabeaid

Jesus it was probably about his power to heal and cast out demons.

Jesus must have authority over sickness and over demons to be doing this. That iscesmiyitioa
asked for him to heal his slave. At first he wanted to Jesus to come and touch hisaseveaal

him. But while Jesus was coming a profound understanding came to him. Jesus just hdgeto say
word and the man will be healed.

Jesus, like him, was in a position of authority. He was under authority, and in aufflogty
difference was the nature of Jesus’ authority. Jesus had authority in the supkrealor. He had
authority in the spiritual realm. This man was close to seeing Jesus as theGaoh ik was close
to seeing Jesus as the word become flesh and dwelling among us. Indeed, the wouds of Jes
indicate he believed in Jesus as his Lord.

Upon hearing what the centurion understood about authority Jesusaeghot found such great

faith, not evenin Israel (7:9). Jesus marvelled at what this man said. This man understood who

Jesus was. He understood the power and authority of Jesus was no less than the power &nd authori
of God.

‘I also am a man under authority’ the centurion said. He recognised Jesuseveasex divine
authority. What an amazing understanding — and not just understanding but belief. Regogms
Jesus is he humbled himself before Jesus and believed in him. He believed his wordviee belie
thatat the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord

to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11).

Rev. Dr. Dennis K. Muldoon



