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Sermon — 16/08/2009 am

Servants and Saints
Study Text: Philippians 1:1

Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi has beescdbed as a thank-you note jotted down for
Epaphroditus to take on his return to this chulcis. some thank-you note! Some of the best
known and best loved portions of Scripture comenftbis letter. The so called ‘parabola of
redemption’ passage (2:6-11) describes the humifiatnd exaltation of Christ more
gloriously than anywhere else in Scripture.

Paul describes salvation by grace alone in theedeé@ossible way ast having my own
righteousness, which is from the law, but the eghisness that is by faith in Chr{8t9). He
describes his own traditions and works as rubl@isim the older versions as dung, when it
comes to salvation from sin and death.

This letter is Paul’'s most personal. The persomah@un ‘I’ or ‘me’ is found most
extensively in this letter. Paul opens his heath&Philippians whom he knows so well and
loves so muchi-or me to live is Christ and to die is gditt21).1 can do all things through
Christ who strengthens n§é:13) is a well known verse, although sometinaéem out of
context. And finally, the words of chapter 4 vedisare well known from the chorus 'Rejoice
in the Lord always and again | say rejoice'. Thasse is widely regarded as the key verse of
the letter.

Before we look at the contents of this letter w# liiefly look at the context in which it was
written. Where was Philippi? What sort of city wesWhat do we know about the church
there? Where was Paul and why did he write thisret

Philippi — The City

The city of Philippi was a Roman colony in the megof Macedonia which is in Northern
Greece. It is called the foremost or first citytloé region (Acts 16:12). The city was founded
by King Phillip Il, the father of Alexander the Gite and was prosperous because of gold
mines in the area. It was about 15km inland froengbrt city of Neapolis.

Two hundred years after Phillip the Romans tookcihe It was the site of the historic battle
in 42BC between the republicans Brutus and Casangthe avengers of Caesar's death,
Antony and Octavian. Octavian became Caesar Augusiel resettled many retired military
personnel in this city — all proud Roman citizefisis may be the background for Paul’s
teaching on citizenship (3:20). It was a strategig on the footstep of Europe, and on the
main road from Rome to the east.

Philippi — The Church

The apostle Paul ventured into this city on hi©sseamissionary journey (AD50/51) after the
HS called him tacome over to Macedoni&le went there with his fellow missionaries,
Timothy, Silas and Luke. Apparently there were emdugh Jews in the city to form a
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synagogue, because on the Sabbath day these raissgowent out of the city to the
riverside where they expected to find a place ajer.

At the river they met Lydiaa seller of purpldActs 16:14). She had come to Philippi from
Thyatira to sell purple dye. The Romans it seekexllithis royal colour and were rich enough
to buy it. It was a very expensive dye obtainednfshellfish in the waters of Thyatira. Lydia
was a business woman but also a worshipper oftleeGod. She had already turned from
paganism to embrace the God of the Jews. Lydisipitten said, came from Asia with earthly
treasures but was about to discover spiritual tnegsin Europe.

On that most wonderful Sabbath day Lydia heardaffeestle Paul tell of how the promised
Messiah had come to save his people. As Paul shiaeegbspel the Lord opened her heart to
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. She and her wholsehold were baptised and she
welcomed Paul and his colleagues into her homes(A8115).

Who would be the next member of the church at pith Things do not always go according
to the plan a missionary or preacher might haval &d not count on what happened next in
this city, but he was ready to preach the gospahinplace at any time. A demon possessed
girl started to follow Paul and his partners arotimelcity. The demon recognised them as
servants of God telling people how to be saved| §atudistressed by this demonic
endorsement of his ministry. In the name of JedussChe cast the demon out of this poor

girl.

In return for freeing this girl of the demon, hevreers dragged Paul before the city
authorities. A roaring multitude gathered and tregyistrates ordered Paul and Silas to be
flogged without questioning them. Trouble making/Severe not tolerated in this Roman
city. These missionaries were put in chains buthalt night they kept on praying and
praising God. God sent an earthquake to open therpdoors and free the prisoners from
their chains.

The Roman soldier who was responsible for the pasowas about to commit suicide when
Paul called out to him. He was aware of what Padldone and what he believed about God.
Pleading what he must do to be saved Paullsgidve on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will
be saved, you and your househ@dts 16:31). The jailer and his family became et
baptised members of the church at Philippi.

When Paul and Silas were asked to leave thislody first went to Lydia’s house where they
met and encouraged the brothers (Acts 16:40). ditiad to Lydia, and the jailer, the slave
girl was probably there along with some convertesiomers. Timothy left not long after Paul
and Silas, but Luke it seems stayed on in PhiliBaul visited this church again on his third
missionary journey, both going and coming, but atadls are recorded apart from the
indication that Luke rejoined him (Acts 20:1and 5).

Paul has no troubles in his relationship with tgfigrch — unlike the other churches he
founded. They were very supportive of him in hisistry, sending gifts to him when he was
in Thessalonica (4:16) and in Corinth (Il Corintisal1:9). This letter was prompted, in part,
by another gift sent by this church to him whemaes in prison in Rome. They heard that he
was in need and dispatched their elder Epaphroditiinsa gift for Paul (4:18). Epaphroditus
stayed on in Rome to look after Paul while he washiains.
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Paul the Servant

Letters today, if you happen to have seen oneylabelgin with ‘dear so and so’, and end
with ‘yours truly so and so’. The writer will indate their title after their name if it is an
official letter. Letters in Paul's day had the sase¢ails but not in the same places. The
writers name and title was given at the beginnifipe letter. The recipient’'s name came
next.

Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Cltigt). Why Timothy? His name was included
in two of the other prison letters, Colossians Bhdemon, and in other letters. Paul met
Timothy in Lystra on his second missionary. He @a®ung believer and Paul took him
along with him on this journey. He was like a sorPawul. It is no surprise that he was with
Paul in Rome caring for his needs. Paul was hogirsgnd Timothy off to Philippi soon to
find out how they were doing (2:19).

Paul included Timothy under the titbt®ndservants of Jesus Chrisimothy was not an

apostle so he could not include him under tha.tlti this letter Paul does not use his title
‘apostle’. Apostle means ‘sent one’. Paul was dadled commissioned by the risen Jesus. He
was an apostle by the will of God. Apostle was atharitative title which Paul used in most
of his letters but not this one. In most of hisdet he was dealing with problems of a
doctrinal or disciplinary nature and hence wrotéhwhiis God-given authority. There was no
particular problem at Philippi, at least none ttfallenged his authority.

Paul adopted the title ‘bondservant’ or in othanslations ‘servant’ or ‘slave’. The literal
meaning is ‘slave’. But a slave has connotationseifg unhappily bound to a master. A
servant is not bound but serves his master or grapfoeely. Bondservant is not a common
word but is useful in that it conveys the meanihgath slave and servant.

Paul was bound. He was bound to the most wonderdister there ever was — or is — namely
the Lord Jesus Christ. This master bought him Wws$hown precious blood. He was bought
with a price (I Corinthians 6:20). He was boundCtarist and would never leave him for
another. Paul would serve this great master alll&ys. Being a bondservant of Christ is the
most humbling yet most privileged position anyoaa occupy. Peter, James and Jude
similarly take this title. What about you?

Just because Paul includes Timothy in the signatoes not mean he was a joint writer. He
was with Paul and would have agreed with what watsen. He may well have taken down
the letter as Paul dictated it while in chains.

People — The Saints

Paul was writingo all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Pluligl:1). Who were these
saints? It sounds as if there were a lot of samtisis church — and living saints at that! Paul
was of course referring to all the believers irs @hurch. He included bishops and deacons
just in case they were thought not to be saintgh@a saint is not the same as being saintly.
Here the word saints mean ‘holy ones’. It refersdo position before God. We stand before
God as those made holy in Chridte are a chosen people and a holy nation ... a people
belonging to Godl Peter 2:9).

The term saint is widely misunderstood today. Tdeaithat the Pope or any other man can
declare who is, or who is not a saint, is compjefieteign to the Bible. The very notion of a
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‘Mary’ or ‘John’ doing miracles after they have djeand the Pope or his men verifying
these, is not only a shambles but an utter shash@lammination before the Lord.

With bishops and deacofis:1). The word ‘bishops’ ispiskopoiin the Greek, and is better
translated ‘overseers’. Bishop is another word ihatisunderstood because it is misused by
the church today. Notice it is bishops plural. Ehvers only one church at Philippi but a
number of bishops. Bishop is another word for oseror in fact elder. Paul calls the same
leaders of the church at Ephesus ‘elders’ and‘bisbops’ (Acts 20:1%f. 20:28).

It is unusual for Paul to mention elders and deadomnhe salutation. Why did he do so here?
It may be an endorsement of the leadership of thesein this church. Remember he did not
use his authoritative title ‘apostle’. Did he haanfidence in these appointed men to give
oversight to this church?

The servants are ‘of Jesus Christ’. The saints@m@hrist Jesus’. There is no avoiding the
truth that saints and servants are all called Bysi€hrist, called to be holy, to live in him
and not in the world. Are you one of the servamtsaints in Christ Jesus?

Rev. Dr. Dennis K. Muldoon



