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Sermon — 08/05/2011 am

Questions from John the Baptist
Study Text: Luke 7:18-23

Jesus’ ministry in Galilee was in full swing. Crowds were flocking to Beans and to be healed by
him. He healed them and he preached the Kingdom of God. He was meeting some opposition from
the Jewish leaders, especially the Pharisees, but they were not very iafliuneitiee province of

Galilee.

Where was John the Baptist at this time, the man who prepared the people for tlgeafalegus?

John was in prison (Luke 3:20). John lived in the desert where he dressed in a camel aad coat
ate locusts and wild honey. He burst onto the scene before Jesus, warning peopthgmitath to
come (3:7). He baptised those who repented of their sin and turned to God. As a prophet John the
Baptist had his own disciples. Some of these went off to follow Jesus while otlyexswith John

even when he was locked up by Herod.

1. Send

John’s disciples kept him informed of what was happening on the outside, particularijesis

was doing. When John sent two of his disciples to Jesus they found him healing people, casting out
evil spirits and giving sight to the blind (7:21). All that Jesus did was out in the open. He digl not sa
or do things in secret.

Beware of any ministry that wants to do things in secret. It is a marksefri@igions and of sects
that they want to have secrets within the leadership. Think of the Masons. What abeyaity?P
Jesus was completely open in what he did and said.

These two disciples were sent by John the Baptist to ask a particular questsusofAre you the
coming one or should we expect another?’ (7:19). What an amazing question for John to ask! This
was the same John who not only baptized Jesus but said Behiohd the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the worl@ohn 1:29). How could this man, this prophet of God now be questioning
Jesus in this way? Was he having doubts about who Jesus was?

Some maintain that John had no questions himself but sent these two disciples to Jesusito conf
their own belief in Jesus. John knew his end was near and wanted those he left behind tmbelieve i
Jesus as the Messiah. ‘But this is too artificial to carry any convictimteviieon Morris. There is

no need to turn the focus away from John himself.

John was a prophet, but still a man. He was living under the Old Covenant. He knew the Scripture
He was a Jew who looked to the coming of Messiah. In the power of the Holy Spirit he announced
his coming and identified Jesus as the Messiah or Coming One. That does not meanliiyat he f
understood the nature of Jesus’ ministry.

John was a fiery preacher. He warned people of the wrath of God that was consagl biee

mightier than him was coming. This one would baptize with the Holy Spirit and firspéles of

this one as the judge, the one who would separate the wheat from the chaff (3:16, 17). But John did
not hear of Jesus doing anything like this. All he heard about was Jesus healing pebpbedHe

about mercy rather than judgment. John’s faith was not failing; it was moreea ofdits patience.
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2. See

Jesus answered and said to them ‘Go and tell John the things that you have seen an@:2@yrd’
Jesus did not express any disappointment with John — far from it! He went on to pragsethén
greatest of all the prophets. Nor did Jesus give them any formal declaratisrbefng the
Messiah. He simply told them to go and tell John what they saw and heard.

Jesus listed the fruits of his work: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers areeclethe deaf hear

and the dead are raised. These things would have reminded John of the words of another prophet
called Isaiah. Jesus was in fact pointing John to the Scriptures, to what was alygut Messiah.

Read Isaiah 35:5-6 — ‘the eyes of the blind shall be opened ... and the ears of the deaf unstopped'.
Jesus was doing just what was written about him in the Scriptures. Jesus miassfoyetold in

another chapter of Isaiah, chapter 40:3-5. John was aware that he was preparaygfttehe One

to come after him, the Messiah.

The poor have the gospel preached to tljér2). Isaiah also told this particular thing about the
Messiah.The poor among men shall rejoifieaiah 29:19)The Lord has anointed me to preach
good news to the podlsaiah 60:1). Jesus told John'’s disciples that this was exactly what he was
doing. Jesus referred to these words in his Nazareth manifesto (Luke 4:18).

‘Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard’ said Jesus. He was fulfillingaa/maitten
about Messiah in the Bible. Jesus was gently reminding John of what was writterar RPeguzhing
about Messiah had departed from what was written. Many thought Messiah would/itbgeeat
power and deliver the Jews from Roman oppression. John was incarcerated becausptof corr
administration backed by the Romans. He felt the full force of imperial p¥Mecan understand
his desire for justice and freedom.

When the apostle Paul went to the city of Berea he preached in the synagogukewisthEhe

people listened to him and they atsmarched the Scriptures daily to find out whether the things he
said were trugActs 17:11). Paul was not offended by this any more than Jesus was offended by the
guestions of John the Baptist.

A faithful minister of the word will be prepared to give an answer to those whaajuestat he
says and what he does. We must always test against the Scriptures thé#timgntpreach, to see
if what they say is faithful to the word of God. This is difficult of course if threynat preaching
from the word of God! We must examine not just what they say but also what they donviésdis
John’s disciples to examine all that he did and said.

Jesus’ ministry was full of grace and truth (John 1:14). Let each one of us be deevilogd with
a ministry that is full of grace and truth.

3. Stumble

Blessed is he who is not offended because afasdhe final word that Jesus spoke to John’s
disciples (7:23). Why would anyone be offended by Jesus? The gospel is good reavsirttple,
straightforward message. It is a gospel that even children can comghrédbsus does not play
tricks with us. But still thousands are offended because of Jesus. Why? Thégrded by the
grace and truth that are found in Jesus.

One day | saw a woman fall down some stairs. She lay flat on her face at the foditairth&ome
girls rushed to help her up. They were her students. Do you know what this woman dygfeShe
at those girls saying she did not need any help. ‘Leave me alone’ she yelled.
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Many people respond to the grace of Jesus in the same way. Jesus says ‘comevwboreral
weary and burdened’. To all who are dying he says ‘follow me and | will giudife’. But many
tell him ‘go away, | do not need your help’.

J. C. Ryle writes ‘So long as the world stands, Christ and his gospel willtinalaliag block to

many. To hear that we are lost and guilty sinners, and cannot save ourselves, +hiat inesamust

give up our own righteousness and trust in One who was crucified between two thievesar- to

that we must be content to enter heaven side by side with publicans and harlots, and to owe all our
salvation to free grace, — this is always offensive to the natural man. Our prowsddioeaot like it.

We are offended.’

Pride is the deadliest of sins. Pride leads people away from Jesus like nothi&gnelses do not
like the truth, especially the truth which tells them they are sinners (Ron28)sThe truth hurts,
as we say. But we also say that without pain there is no gain. What pain is involokoWwmg
Jesus? Simply this, the hurt to our pride. So many prefer to live the lie, rathey thahtheir
pride. So many prefer to live the lie rather than humble themselves and reemt sint

‘Free grace’ is what Ryle said. When we do humble ourselves and repent of ourusiripdgges
us and we are set free from this bondage to sin. We are set free from the bundeg tifdilie.
Free grace sets us free. The grace of Jesus in forgiving is entirely free

Do not think you can earn his grace and favour in any way. Many try to do this in order not t
offend their pride. They like to think that they can help themselves, at ledk bititThey think

that salvation is by grace plus good works. If this is what you think it will stagoging offended

by the Cross, but you will be offending God grievously. Why? Because he gave hiegaotien

Son to save you from your sin. He gave Jesus to die for you. Do not make the Cross of Gdrist of
effect. Do not insult the Spirit of grace (Hebrews 10:29).

Blessed is the man who is not offended because of me. Jesus was aware that he waddeause
to stumble (e.g. John 6:66). It is a blessing, a divine blessing, when a person does net stumbl
because of Jesus. It is a blessing of the Spirit of God.

Jesus did not in any way change what he was saying and doing because he causetbatene.

He did not send an apology back to John saying he was sorry if he was offended — not that John was
offended. Jesus did not apologise to the religious leaders who were offended by withahd sa

did.

Yet today we see preachers desperately trying not to offended people withpéke gotheir
preaching they try to please everyone, in contrast to the preaching of Jesus, podttad aul.
The preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ will cause offence to manyedéessyou if you are
not offended.

Rev. Dr. Dennis K. Muldoon



