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Sermon — 30/01/2011 am

Calling of Matthew
Study Text: Luke 5:27-32

In his Galilean ministry Jesus had cast out a demon, healed a sick woman and masglother
people, including a leper. He had demonstrated his power and authority in the naturalitieal
great catch of fish. Wherever he went Jesus preached the kingdom of God — becaisse for t
purpose he was sent (4:43).

The world into which Jesus was sent was, and still is, a fallen, sinful world. Sickrkdssease
are evidence of this sin. Death is the ultimate evidence of sin. So it was timeh waealysed man
was brought for healing Jesus declared his sins forgiven. Although not labehegia sveryone
understood that he was sick because of his sin.

If Jesus could forgive a sick man what about a 'real sinner'? What about a man whoelled &a
sinner because of the work he did? In Jewish society there were people who viexapgart
sinful, people who were despised by everyone. Tax collectors and prostitutesmweerg such
people.

Such people were ‘outside the pail’ as far as the religious leaders weegrmahcThey were
beyond help. They were to be avoided. They were not allowed to attend worship. They were not
allowed to join the feasts. Eating with such 'sinners' was completely out of thi@gues

1. Follow

Jesus left the crowded house where he was preaching and where he healed tlee Haralght
out and went along the road by the sea. He saw a tax collector namedtlmyirsiis tax office
(5:27). We are going to call him by his other name Matthew.

Matthew was a Jew but was regarded by other Jews as a traitor becauskchiefovdahe
occupying power. He had the contract, or subcontract, for collecting a tadirtthefRomans. A
tariff was collected on any merchandise that passed along the interhatgtnweay between Egypt
and Syria.

Not only were tax collectors despised as traitors, they were despisedifchtaing. Being
despised probably contributed to their corruption. Most of them used their position for personal
gain. They became rich by demanding more than the set rate of tax. Anotheleeboicoblled
Zacchaeus was a rich man. Matthew had a big house and the resources to host a feast.

Others Jews, especially Pharisees, would have crossed the road to avoid tloé bfttaew, but

not Jesus. He saw Matthew sitting there, went up to him and said, ‘Follow me’. Jesusseie not

him as ‘beyond the pale’. He did not regard him as a sinner who could not be saved. This man had a
name. He was made in the image of God. He could be saved. The grace of God in Jadas Chris
sufficient to save the worst of sinners.

Do you think there are people who cannot be saved? | was asked fill out a survey formrthe othe
day. | was asked how | would feel about having a convicted criminal, a murdedoppde, living
in my street after they had served their sentence. Many think such csimamalot be changed. In
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fear they refuse to let them into the same suburb let alone the same streetb&leve they are
beyond the power of God’s grace?

The power of God'’s grace is seen in the change that took place in the heatihefWaguess he
was more like a corporate criminal than a murderer. The survey did not ask me abogighavi
corporate criminal living in the street, a man who got rich at the expense of the poor

We must be careful not to give the impression that certain people are beyondalihef tea
gospel. Some people feel this way of themselves. They feel they are too bae tiw obmarch
because of what they have done. 'How can God accept a wicked person like nag.thysss the
tragedy of preaching salvation by works. This is the tragedy of portrdyenchurch as a place for
good, well-dressed people.

Jesus went up to Matthew and said ‘follow me’. Matthew got up and followed Jesus (5ig283. T
the power of the gospel. This is the power of divine love and grace.

Matthew knew about Jesus. He heard how he was healing people and maybe what happened to the
paralytic. Matthew knew he was a sinner. Moreover, he knew that Jesus knew henmas a s
Everybody knew this. Yet here was Jesus talking to him. Here was this holy persgnhakhew

to follow him. We can imagine Jesus looking intently at Matthew, and Matthew lookiegad. It

was weird. It was warm. It was working a great change in the heart tféMat

‘Follow me’. With these words ringing in his ears and pounding in his heart Mattftew le
everything and followed Jesus. He did not say ‘let me first go and count up the dags’take
did not say ‘let me talk it over with my boss or with my family’. He left alt¢hend then to follow
Jesus. Jesus would later speak about the cost of following hinf)(9:57

For many the cost of following Jesus is too great. Jesus demanded everythintheiwlde
demands everything of anyone who follows him. If you cannot commit your whote lfesus,
you cannot be his disciple.

Do you think such a demand is unreasonable? Then do not think that you are a disciple of Jesus. |
wonder how many are fooling themselves in this matter. How many say ‘Jésuss but | cannot
possibly give up my job’. ‘I love Jesus but | cannot give up my family’. ‘I love Jestuscannot

give up my pagan friends’.

2. Feast

Jesus grabbed Matthew by the hand and dragged him away from his tax office wisathis
happened? No! Matthew got up to walk slowly and sadly behind Jesus, thinking of all he was
leaving behind — is this happened? No! Matthew went home rejoicing. There wemgejoi

heaven over this one sinner who repented and there was rejoicing on earth in the hontesof. Matt

A feast, a feast to honour Jesus was the way Matthew chose to express his thaagatioa was
by grace alone. He wanted to show his thanks for the wonderful saving grace ofdhBd doubt
some of his friends and family thought he was crazy leaving behind his lucratikeBut
Matthew was not worried. He invited them all to his feast and they came in greatrr{Grabg

This was the biggest and best feast Matthew had ever given, bigger than amgveedudithday
feasts. We can imagine Jesus in the place of honour at the table. Matthew wag Witfsjoy,
telling everyone of the new life he was given by Jesus, Jesus who was now his &adibard.
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Do you regard the day you were saved as the greatest day in your lilevéXe celebrate
birthdays but what about our new-birth day? Do you celebrate your new-birthf dey?vhy not?
Are you truly born again? Do you know, as Matthew knew, that you are a followesus2JIf you
are born again into the kingdom of God do you celebrate?

| trust you celebrate not just on one day in the year, but on one day every week abtgsy.ol
are worshipping Jesus, worshipping him with thanksgiving as you celebrate yatuample
wonderful salvation.

‘A converted man will not wish to go to heaven alone’ wrote J. C. Ryle. Matthew wanted his
friends to meet with Jesus and to follow Jesus as he was following Jesus. Are thog youir
friends to meet Jesus? Are you sharing the glorious gospel of Jesus IEhostu must ask
yourself if you truly know the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

Maybe you feel weak and inadequate; but remember it is not you that changes ip&otsie grace
of Jesus Christ. You are simply called to live as one who is filled to overflowihgive grace of
Jesus ChristWe cannot but speak of the things we have seen and heard is what the apostles said
(Acts 4:20).

3. Physician

Enter the Pharisees! They enter the story not the house of Matthew the sinsersdlireghteous
religious leaders were keeping a close watch on Jesus and his disciples. Wisanvthen

feasting in the house of a sinner they were shocked. They started to murmur anéhcontipda

disciples. They would never sit down and eat with a tax collector. Sharing a rpesds®s close
fellowship — much too close for the Pharisees. How could Jesus who preached the Kingdom of God
do such a thing?

Jesus was ready to answer the Pharisees gruriibhtess.who are well have no need of a physician,

but those who are sick (5:31). He was stating the obvious. No one could deny what he said. It is sick
people who need a doctor. This was true of the body and also of the soul. People who know their
souls are sick with sin are the ones who need spiritual healing. Jesus came todtinggde

broken hearts not just broken bodies.

Jesus drew this parallel, but not without a twist. ‘I have not come to call the righbeocsesd,
meaning those who are self-righteous, ‘but sinners to repentance’. The Phnsgés that by
keeping the law they were righteous. They were self-righteous men. Renfeambéesus
challenged them saying ‘let him who is without sin cast the first stoney. didenot say they were
sinless but they were not ready to admit any sin.

In the presence of Jesus Peter said ‘depart from me for | am a sinfulesars forgave the sin of
the paralysed man. He forgave the sin of the tax collector. But he did not forgive théhgin of
Pharisees because they could not see their own sin. They were blind to their own sin. Nerene e
the Kingdom of God without first seeing their own sin. You cannot repent if you do not sesnyour
— the sin you need to confess to Jesus Christ.

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. He sought out Matthew and later Zaduhaeassalso a
tax collector and labelled a sinner. Jesus came to save men and women and balgsvaino gre
lost because of their sin. He will accept you into his kingdom when you repent of ryaumdsi
believe in him.

Rev. Dr. Dennis K. Muldoon



